 LIGONIER VALLEY POLICE COMMISSION
MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES


MEETING DATE		July 14, 2026

CALL TO ORDER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The meeting was called to order by John Beaufort at 5:00 pm, starting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioner Beaufort led a moment of silence for K-9 Kilo’s passing.

ROLL CALL
Conducted by Tom Freeman – James Andrews, John Beaufort, Dan Resenic, Jordan Frei, and Tom Freeman were present.  
		
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
A motion was made by Dan Resenic to approve the June 10th regular meeting minutes and the June 24th special meeting minutes.  It was seconded by James Andrews and approved by all.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

WHISKEY ACRES PRESENTATION
Mindy Maryai, owner of Whiskey Acres Animal Rescue and Sanctuary provided information on their rescue operation and the services they provide.  Whiskey Acres has been in business for 10 years and started out as a horse rescue; they expanded to dogs and cats approximately three years into their business.  Based out of Indiana County, the rescue now has contracts with 6 municipalities and works with the PSP of Indiana County on humane cases.  They are a no kill shelter that advocates for a safe place for animals and are donation based with the exception of their municipality contracts.  Some of the services they provide are as follows:  trapping, dog trainer on site, former humane officer on site, 2 response vehicles, and 24 hour manned phone line.  If the dog is not claimed and with the shelter for longer than 48 hours, the animal will be taken to the vet.  The cost for services from Whiskey Acres is $100 per month retainer fee and a $150 per dog retrieval fee.

Commissioner Andrews coordinated with Whiskey Acres concerning questions with the proposed contract and the planning for the presentation; he said they were a pleasure to work with.  He also added that the contract would be pro-rated to start in August and renew in January.  Commissioner Freeman made a motion to enter into the prorated contract with Whiskey Acres for their dog services.  Commissioner Resenic seconded the motion; all were in favor.

SOLICITORS REPORT  
Deferred to New Business	

TREASURERS REPORT
Commissioner Resenic presented the Treasurer’s Report for June.  A motion was made by Commissioner Frei and seconded by Commissioner Andrews to approve the report.  Motion passed.

APPROVAL OF BILLS
A motion was made by Commissioner Resenic to approve the Bill Pay List.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Frei and carried by unanimous vote.

CHIEFS REPORT
Chief Matrunics shared his report with the Commission, a copy of which will become part of the minutes.  Noteworthy:
1. Ligonier’s 250th celebration will be held this Saturday, July 18th on the Diamond; the police will be assisting with the festivities.
2. All officers attended the active shooter response training at the Ligonier Valley School District on June 15 and 16.
3. Sgt Friscarella spoke about the passing of Kilo.  He thanked Dr. Croft’s office for their continued support.  He also thanked Tipon Electric for providing food via Chewy for Kilo for his 10 years of service.  Tipon Electric has pledged to do the same for the new canine.  Sgt. Friscarella will be attending Shallow Creek later this month to train with the new K-9 who is 16 months old.  

OLD BUSINESS
Commissioner Andrews said he received the final language for the drug testing policy.  He feels they will be able to present a policy in August or September.

NEW BUSINESS
Mark Sorice said that Ligonier Borough approved moving forward with the new police building with the grant from RK Mellon.  Interim expenditures not associated with the construction of the building would come from the Borough and the Township until an endowment can be established.  Solicitor Sorice asked the Commission to move forward and agree to the construction.  Commissioner Frei made the motion to approve the building of a new police building with the generous donation from the RK Mellon Foundation.  Commissioner Resenic seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Chief Matrunics asked to order new “support the LVPD” yard signs to be sold at National Night Out.  All the money initially used to purchase the signs would come back into the general account.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Scott Gongaware spoke on behalf of the new building committee to add that the contract developer would be Valley School of Ligonier with a lease being granted to Ligonier Valley Police Department.  Valley School of Ligonier will be under contract with the EADS group.
	
EXECUTIVE SESSION
None

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Commissioner Andrews said he is pleased the Whiskey Acres contract is approved and looks forward to working with them.  He also expressed his condolences to Sgt Friscarella on the passing of Kilo.

Commission Frei said he is pleased to see the new building moving forward.

Commissioner Freeman gave kudos to the officers and community members who participated in the training at the high school.

Commissioner Resenic and Commissioner Beaufort both said they were happy to see forward movement on the new building.
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The meeting was adjourned at 5:47 pm.

Respectfully submitted

Thomas Freeman
LVPD Commissioner/Secretary


(PP by T. Betz)
